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meet with the detachment before very long,
and could not be more than eight miles
away from Captain Cowley at that moment.

The Manipuri went on to say that there
were a number of the enemy lying in wait
for us about half a mile further on, and he
advised us to take to the jungle again,
offering to show us a path that would lead
us into Captain Cowley5s camp. The idea
of more fighting struck terror into my heart,
and had I been in command I should have
been foolish enough to take the man's
advice; but fortunately the others decided
without hesitation to go on, and said they
did not believe the prisoner was speaking the
truth.

We had scarcely gone half a mile when we
came suddenly upon a stockade, and as soon
as we appeared round the turn in the road
which disclosed it to our view, we were fired
on from the hillside above us. I threw
myself down for protection against the
sloping side of the road, but was not allowed